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20 November 2015 

Dear Mr Henderson 
 
Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act 2003 Remedial Order 2014 
 
Many thanks for your letter of 17 November. The Committee understands that this is 
a very distressing time for those affected by the Order and we have been pressing 
the Scottish Government to make urgent progress on mediation. The Committee 
has been in correspondence with the Cabinet Secretary since the summer and has 
received regular updates on the mediation process. 
 
The Committee is continuing to seek to ensure that Scottish Government lawyers 
and officials are fully engaged in working directly and positively with all those 
involved to secure fair and timeous resolutions to any outstanding and ongoing 
cases. We understand that as recently as Thursday last week there was a meeting 
between Scottish Government officials, the appointed mediator and representatives 
of tenants and landlords to discuss arrangements for the mediation process. We 
also heard that in the case of Mr Stoddart the Coulston Trust has indicated that they 
would be prepared to resume discussions over waygo compensation. 
 
Thank you for your invitation to meet with affected tenants. I have passed this to all 
members of the Committee and have suggested that they may contact you directly 
should they wish to do so. As a Committee we will continue to press the Scottish 
Government to make progress with the mediation process a priority and we 
anticipate receiving a further update from the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, 
Food and Environment in advance of our meeting next week. 
    

Yours sincerely 

 

Rob Gibson MSP 
Convener 
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